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For immediate release


November 11, 2005

CONTACT:  Jonathan Overly, 865-974-3625

MARYVILLE, ALCOA AND BLOUNT COUNTY HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT MOVE TO FLEET-WIDE B20
All Three to Complete Transition Started in March 2004
Blount County, TN – After being the first city and county government fleets in Tennessee to begin a biodiesel project that they started jointly in March 2004, these government organizations either have moved or are moving to using a biodiesel blend fleet-wide. Their choices show good leadership in their community for stepping forward to do something through local action that creates reductions in local emissions and helps lessen dependence on foreign oil.
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On October 27, Maryville finished their journey to using a B20 blend in all their diesel vehicles by taking receipt of 6,000 gallons of B20 at their main fueling facility at Home Avenue. “The stars aligned,” jokes Greg McClain, assistant city manager for Maryville. “The testing phase of the biodiesel in our city vehicles showed that no extra maintenance was necessary other than changing fuel filters more often during start-up. We feel that this is the right move for us in order to help Blount County and the surrounding area attain the needed air quality standards as required by the EPA.”
The City of Alcoa took delivery of a B5 blend in their main diesel refueling tank on October 31 and plans to move to B20 and beyond next spring. “We’ll segue to B15 in the next two months then progress to B20 and then B40 in the first six months of 2006,” says Alcoa’s Fleet Manager Steve Hillis. “From what we’ve learned thus far, going to a blend level of 40% biodiesel should be fairly easy to attain once it warms up next year and with some careful checks for compatibility issues for copper and natural rubbers.”

Bill Dunlap, the superintendent of the Blount County Highway Department notes, “We’re roughly 90% of the county’s diesel fleet so we are pleased to lead the way for Blount County.” Dunlap is completing the bidding process to move to a B5 blend to start with in the next week or two then segue to B20 before the end of the year. “We were a little over protective when we started on the B20 last year and probably changed more filters than were needed. We’ll just let the diesel residue clean-out happen and change them as necessary on those vehicles that need it this time around.”

Biodiesel is an American-made, cleaner-burning, renewable fuel that can be used in any diesel-using vehicle or equipment and is made from vegetable oils or animal fats. Its expanded use by public and private vehicle fleets is improving air quality in East Tennessee and reducing our nation’s dependence on petroleum, including that sourced from foreign countries. 
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