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BLOUNT-GREENBACK FARMERS CO-OP BEGINS OFFERING BIO-BLENDS TO CUSTOMERS
Blount is Fourth Co-op in East Tennessee to Begin Offering Biodiesel
Maryville, TN – In an effort to help expand availability of biodiesel to residents of Blount and surrounding counties, especially farmers and off-road diesel users, Blount-Greenback Farmers Co-op will start offering biodiesel in December 2005.
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“We’ve completed all our background work including getting our blender’s license, so now we are just preparing the tank and finalizing fuel procurement,” says Butch Loggins, manager of the main Blount-Greenback Co-op located at 1514 W. Broadway in Maryville. “We’ve received some comments and interest in biodiesel from our customers so that pushed us over the hump to begin offering it. Plus, we’ve heard positive feedback from several of the managers that are offering it at other co-ops in East Tennessee.”

This co-op joins Sevier, Hawkins and Washington Farmers Co-ops in offering biodiesel to their customers, although their implementation is slightly different. They will store the B100 at their main, public refueling facility on West Broadway and blend all on- and off-road products for delivery to customers there. They already have a pump connected to the B100 tank at that location so customers will be able to directly fuel on-road vehicles or make blends at the station.
“After we get some time to get feedback from our members and customers, we may start offering B5 in all our diesel at some point in the future,” says Loggins. The Sevier and Hawkins Co-ops have switched all their on-road diesel to a 5 percent blend of biodiesel.
Nick Lafon who works at the co-op has been fueling his 2002 Dodge Ram 3500 dually with B20 for about one and half years now and recently tried the B99 from another local fuel supplier. “I notice less smoke and clatter with the biodiesel blends,” says Lafon. “I’m looking forward to refueling at the co-op’s station.”

Co-op Assistant Manager Brent Best, who has done much of the work to get them prepared to offer the biodiesel, adds “It just seems like a direction we need to be heading in. And since it appears to be a viable alternative to petroleum in diesel equipment, and supports the agriculture industry, it feels like a natural fit for us.”

Biodiesel is an American-made renewable fuel that can be used in any diesel vehicle or engine and is the fastest growing alternative fuel in the country, according to the U.S. Department of Energy. Biodiesel and biodiesel blends reduce emissions while offering similar performance and some superior engine benefits. More than 600 retail filling stations also make biodiesel available to the public, 16 alone in East Tennessee, and 1,500 petroleum distributors carry it nationwide. More than 600 fleets use biodiesel nationwide with almost 50 using it locally. Local users include Alcoa Inc., Eastman, Great Smoky Mountains National Park, Metropolitan Knoxville Airport, Knoxville Area Transit, Univ. of Tennessee at Knoxville and many municipal and county governments.



Butch Loggins, Nick Lafon and Brent Best hold a sign proclaiming their new product availability.
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