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MINGE’S GREENHOUSE FIRST TO USE BIOHEAT

IN EAST TENNESSEE
47 year-old, Local Business Proud to Lead the Charge
Knoxville, TN – Minge’s Greenhouse will take delivery of a B5 blend of bioheat for heating their greenhouses, and is the first business in East Tennessee to do so. Quickly growing as a way to reduce petroleum consumption in and emissions from diesel-fired furnaces and boilers, “bioheat” is simply a blend of B100 (pure biodiesel) and heating oil. Blends of 5-20 percent biodiesel are common, with some using higher blends.
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 Minge’s, a northwest Knox County family business, has been supplying plants and flowers to East Tennessee since 1958. The company specializes in several varieties but ais particularly well known for its Poinsettias during the Christmas season.
Mike Whedbee, a member of the ETCFC, made the connection to Wilma Monroe, Minge’s owner. After some discussions and assistance from the ETCFC in finding a supplier, Minge’s decided to start with a B5 blend. Regal Fuels of Knoxville won the bid and will have the fuel delivered tomorrow.
Monroe’s brother Robert Minge is helping out by monitoring the filters on the furnaces and placing some settling cylinders upstream of the filters, to stay ahead of potential tank clean-out problems. The B5 blend was chosen especially to help them minimize this problem.

“The more I learn about biodiesel the more interested I become,” says Minge. “I’ve got a tractor and a farm truck, both of which are diesel, and I’m going to go talk to the Halls (district office of the Knox Farmers) Co-op about getting some biodiesel blended for use in my farm vehicles.”

Although Minge’s may be the first bioheat user in East Tennessee (and possibly all of Tennessee), the company is not the first in the United States. In 2001, the Warwick, Rhode Island, public school district began a pilot program for heating its schools using various blend levels of biodiesel. The results showed consistent emission reductions from all three boilers in which the fuel blend was tested. Since then, bioheat use has increased across the United States, in private homes as well as government facilities, among them, state office buildings in Maine. Heating oil companies in northeastern states have begun selling blends ranging from 2-20 percent biodiesel.
Biodiesel is an American-made renewable fuel that is made from vegetable oils or animal fat. Its expanded use by vehicles and stationary equipment is improving air quality in East Tennessee and reducing our nation’s dependence on imported oil.



Willie Minge, Monroe’s father, stands among their poinsettias. Minge started the business that Monroe now operates at 7223 Ball Camp Pike in northwest Knoxville. Support your local, proactive greenhouse and buy poinsettias at Minge’s this holiday season.
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