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For immediate release


February 8, 2005
CONTACT:  Ross Benton, 423-892-5211
Jonathan Overly, 865-974-3625
STAFFORD SCHOOL BUS SERVICE FIRST SCHOOL BUSES IN EAST TENNESSEE TO TRY BIODIESEL
Students & Staffords Reap the Benefits as Staffords Gives it a Go
Ooltewah, TN – Stafford Bus Service is trying biodiesel.  Ricky and Pam Stafford, who operate eight school buses in the Chattanooga area, learned of the fuel from Benton Oil, their fuel supplier.

“We saw that Benton Oil was carrying it and asked Ross (Benton) some questions about it,” says Pam Stafford.  “After learning the basics we decided we’d try it out.  Ross explained that it can reduce emissions and help keep the engine running cleaner.  So if it works, we can help the students with a cleaner environment and help ourselves possibly reduce bus maintenance.”
They are starting with B5, a blend of 5 percent biodiesel in 95 percent petroleum-based diesel.  They have their own diesel tank on their property so Benton Oil can just create the blend at their tank farm and deliver the blended fuel to the Stafford’s facility.  Benton Oil is also taking care to add an anti-gelling agent (for wintertime protection) and a low-NOx additive.
Benton Oil began carrying B100 (pure biodiesel) in December 2004 and opened a public B20 fill point at their Midnite Oil station located at 4831 Bonny Oaks Drive in Chattanooga.  By having both the B100 and petro-diesel in tanks onsite, Benton Oil can deliver any blend to regional fleets.
“We started carrying the biodiesel for this exact purpose… to be able to help local fleets try different blends and make the move to some percent biodiesel,” notes Ross Benton of Benton Oil.  “With all the change that’s taking place with the move to ultra-low sulfur diesel and renewed issues about global supply, biodiesel can help in the transition.  Pipeline contamination, lubricity, fuel alternatives, air quality… biodiesel can help on all these fronts.”
The Staffords may have a leg-up on their counterparts in the school bussing industry if their pilot project goes well.  It only takes 2 percent biodiesel in a diesel blend to replace all the lubricity that is lost in moving from regular diesel [300 parts per million (ppm) sulfur] to ultra-low sulfur diesel (15 ppm sulfur).  Engine manufacturers’ are currently looking at potential issues that could come from the reduced fuel lubricity and what effects that could have on engine life.

The Staffords are running the B5 in all their buses, some of which they drive and some of which employees drive.  “We take our maintenance seriously so we are making sure that all the drivers use the B5 and keep an eye on the buses.  As best we can, we’ll be looking for smoke changes and possibly changes in fuel economy or cleanliness of the oil and filters,” says Stafford.
The Staffords are joining others in the Chattanooga region that are beginning to look at biodiesel and learn about opportunities to help their region improve air quality while helping the U.S. work toward greater independence from foreign sources of oil. 
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