[image: image1.png]5 | ETCFC oo
H

B

)

3

E The

5 | EAST

% | TENNESSEE
E CLEAN FUELS
§ | COALITION

311 Conf. Center Bldg.
Knoxville, TN
37096-4134
865.974.3625
865.974.1838 fax.
jeoverly@utk edu
wwwetcfe.org

[

Cities
The ETCRC s o paricpant
e US DOEL
Ciean Cies Program




[image: image2.emf]

For immediate release


April 13, 2005
CONTACT:  Darren Curtis, 423-229-1705
Jonathan Overly, 865-974-3625
EASTMAN GOES WITH BIODIESEL PLANTWIDE
200 Vehicles Started B5 on March 1, Moved to B20 April 1
Kingsport, TN – After learning about biodiesel and hearing of the growth in its use regionally, Eastman decided it was time to get on board. Beginning March 1, they began using B5 in all their onsite diesel vehicles… roughly 200. The vehicles running on biodiesel include tractor trailers, cranes, medium duty trucks, bulldozers, dump trucks, backhoes and farm tractors. They also have in excess of 150 additional pieces of diesel-powered stationary equipment such as welders, air compressors and water pumps that will also be fueled with biodiesel in the coming months.
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Darren Curtis, a staff engineer with the transportation department says, “The main reason Eastman decided to make the switch to biodiesel is because it was an excellent opportunity to do something beneficial for the community and the environment at the same time. It's not often that something this simple and easy comes along that can have a potentially major impact on the environment and the community.” 
Biodiesel, an American-made renewable fuel that can replace petroleum-based diesel, is made from virgin or used vegetable oils (yellow grease) or tallow. Its expanded use by public and private vehicle fleets is improving air quality in East Tennessee and reducing our nation’s dependence on imported oil.
Curtis continues, “The most exciting part about the switch is the level of interest that it has generated in the Northeast Tennessee and Southwest Virginia areas. Our hope is that other large users of diesel fuel, whether they are local municipalities or publicly or privately owned businesses, will follow our lead and join us in an effort to work on these two important issues. Eastman alone can make a small contribution, but its going to take everyone working together to make the kind of impact we'd like to see.”
“Eastman is leading the way in introducing biodiesel to the Tri-Cities community,” says Jonathan Overly, executive director of the East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition. “Not only have they begun using the fuel, but they have already directly connected our coalition to several other fleets, and are continuing to help us drive folks to our regional meetings that serve the Tri-Cities area.  I wouldn’t be surprised to see consumption in Northeast Tennessee grow to ten times theirs alone by the end of 2005.” 
Eastman moved all 200 vehicles to B20 on April 1. More photographs of vehicles in Eastman's fleet that are using biodiesel can be seen at <http://www.etcfc.org>.
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