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For immediate release


April 22, 2005  -- Earth Day
CONTACT:  Philip Freels – Regal Fuels, 865-521-5010
Shirley Woodcock – Sweetwater Valley Oil, 423-337-6671
TWO NEW BIODIESEL STATIONS OPEN IN EAST TENNESSEE
8 Total Now with Additions of Knoxville and Athens
Knoxville and Athens, TN – Regal Fuels opened Knoxville’s first public biodiesel station on April 12 at their cardlock facility at 1206 Proctor Street. Through their review of the possibilities for biodiesel blends, they decided that this was an opportunity to find a new market, stop funneling more and more U.S. dollars to countries like Saudi Arabia and Venezuela, and maybe make a dent in East Tennessee’s air quality.
“The main reasons I want to do it are to start keeping U.S. dollars in the U.S., and because it’s high lubricity and high cetane fuel” says Scott Smith, Co-owner of Regal Fuels. “I’m just tired of seeing our overseas oil dependence increase year after year. If biodiesel can be a small step in the right direction and won’t cost us too much to do it, I’m in.”
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They have also taken their operations a step further: they have the equipment to load tanker trucks with B100, too. They store B100 in one tank onsite and fuel tankers directly while using a blending valve to create the B20 for fueling diesel vehicles.  Smith says, “Since we are so close to the main terminal for East Tennessee, it can make it easier for some fuel suppliers to begin offering biodiesel blends to their customers by simply getting some #2 diesel down the road and then getting B100 here.”
Sweetwater Valley Oil Company (SVO) was approached by city of Athens officials in February about carrying a biodiesel blend to help a couple of McMinn county government entities try biodiesel. After a couple of months of discussions, they opened a B5 pump at their Valley Mart BP on Highway 30 on the east side of Athens (it opened April 8).
“Biodiesel is fast becoming a familiar term in the fuel industry and we are excited to be the first in our area to offer the biodiesel blend to both our retail and wholesale customers,” says Shirley Woodcock, Vice President of SVO. “Right now our customers are telling us they want to curb our dependence on foreign oil and do our part to clean up the environment. Biodiesel does both.”
While they are currently offering B5, they hope to move that to B20 in the next few months, but they want Athens and the McMinn County government to want the move as well. They are hoping that the two will be ready to either have their own infrastructure by then or be ready to move to B20 themselves.
Directions, maps, operating hours and forms of payment accepted at these stations and the other six biodiesel stations in East Tennessee can all be found online at the ETCFC Web site: www.etcfc.org. Certainly last but not least, plans are in the works for the opening of two more public biodiesel stations in the next few months.  Stay tuned.
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