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For immediate release


July 14, 2005

CONTACT:  Jonathan Overly, 865-974-3625

KUB SWITCHES 360 PIECES OF EQUIPMENT TO BIODIESEL

280 Vehicles Plus Other Stationary Equipment Switched to B20

Knoxville, TN – Having taken the time to learn about biodiesel as a fuel and perform their own fuel testing, Knoxville Utilities Board (KUB) began fueling 280 vehicles and 80 pieces of equipment—their entire diesel fleet—with a B20 blend (20% biodiesel blended into 80% diesel) on June 24.
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KUB staff attended ETCFC meetings for more than one year to educate themselves about the fuel and its pros and cons. In addition, they talked with other regional users and with the National Biodiesel Board. “We spoke with several people before beginning a biodiesel pilot program with our fleet,” said Brooke Sinclair, KUB Technical Services. “It’s just one more way KUB is working with others in the region once again to get back into attainment with the EPA’s ozone and PM2-5 health-based standards.”

KUB diesel vehicles include tractor-trailers, medium-duty and heavy-duty trucks, bulldozers, dump trucks, backhoes, and farm tractors. Its stationary equipment includes mostly back-up generators, but also includes air compressors.

David Forster, KUB Transportation, said, “Our pilot program was very successful. We experienced very few problems during the pilot. It became more of a commitment to just do it than a technical challenge. Switching all diesel motors to biodiesel just made sense.” 

“We want to be an example to other area diesel fleets to show how easy this is, so they will consider it too,” said Sinclair. “By joining efforts with other fleets that embrace this concept, we can all make even greater contributions to improving regional air quality.”  

Biodiesel, an American-made renewable fuel that can replace petroleum-based diesel, is made from virgin or used vegetable oils (yellow grease) or tallow. Its expanded use by public and private vehicle fleets is improving air quality in East Tennessee and reducing our nation’s dependence on imported oil. 
Photographs of these and other diesel (now B20) vehicles in KUB's fleet can be seen at <http://www.etcfc.org>.
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