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For immediate release


August 23, 2005
CONTACT:  Ron Sweeney, 423-629-1411
Jonathan Overly, 865-974-3625
BIODIESEL PROJECT TAKES ROOT AT CARTA
Four Buses Moved to B20 Last Week
Chattanooga, TN – After reviewing their options for how to move in a stepwise fashion into biodiesel, the Chattanooga Area Regional Transportation Authority (CARTA) has found a solution with a project that will provide much fact-based insights into how biodiesel affects city bus operation.
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Tom Dugan (Executive Director), Ron Sweeney (General Manager), Don Watson (Director of Maintenance) and Linda Hinckley (Projects Coordinator) led the team that reviewed several different options for ways to begin using a biodiesel blend for some of their buses. Hinckley says, “We’ve placed our tank, ordered all the right components for its simple operation with our buses, selected the buses, and have a plan for how we’ll grow the operation to fueling all of our buses with a biodiesel blend, if the initial analysis bears out that that is the way to go.”

“Based on how buses move around the facility and the fact that a refueling employee takes care of vehicle refueling, not the driver, we’ve chosen an appropriate location for the tank,” notes Hinckley. “We’ve communicated with the Fire Marshall, taken care of the electric power for the pump, have our testing and data recording system setup and have started using fuel, so we’re rolling.” 
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Serious about their project, CARTA has invested time and money. “We want to make sure we do this right the first time,” adds Hinckley.
The tank is an above-ground, double-walled 550 gallon tank with a “Wheaton” nozzle… one that is specially designed to make a solid connection with a bus refueling line to ensure that filling is consistent and that there is no backflow fuel loss or spillage. Thus it reduces some of the hazards that can come with vehicle fueling. 
 “CARTA has a reputation as a leader in trying to make our system work for the people of Chattanooga, especially with newer, cleaner technology vehicles, and this is another example of that commitment,” says Sweeney. “This will bring air quality benefits to the riders of CARTA buses and to the Hamilton County area, and will allow us to reduce our fleet’s dependence on foreign oil.”

Hamilton County’s Director of Air Pollution Control Bob Colby agrees. “We’re very pleased with CARTA. They always seem to take a lead role with air quality issues.”

CARTA has a total of about 50 buses in their fleet that are diesel, with another 13 that are pure electric and 5 that are hybrid-electric/diesel. One of the buses that is running B20 and the new tank are shown at right.
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