AGENDA

for the 10th Meeting of the Members and Stakeholders of the

East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition
When:  11am – 1:30pm, Thursday, February 13, 2003

Where:  The National Transportation Research Center off of Pellissippi Parkway between Knoxville and Oak Ridge.

Lunch:  Being catered by the Advanced Transportation Technology Institute.  Thanks ATTI!

1. Brief overview of what is to be covered today.  Meeting time will consist of

· approximately 10 minutes of introductory material,

· then 20 minutes for Dick Ziegler and John Powell to introduce the Clean Fuels Initiative,

· about 30 minutes of Coordinator information on coalition events/issues,

· about 1 hour to breakout into Working Committees, and

· finally get back together as 1 group for about 30 minutes to let the rest of the coalition see and hear what each working committee discussed.

The handouts include this agenda and

· The meeting notes from the last meeting (1/9/03),

· Clean Cities Roadmap information and East TN area numbers on AFVs, 

· 3 articles from AltFuels Advisor on biodiesel and alt fuels implementation in the UPS fleets,

· Several small articles on sulfur-free fuels in Europe, increased fuel efficiency standards for SUVs, EPA and clean air enforcement and hydrogen production from Chemical Engineering, 1/03, 

· An article on “Fake Fuel Economy,” from Jerry Flint at WardsAuto.com, 1/27/03,

· A note on a different way to view energy efficiency,

· An article on a Bush proposal to cut taxes on large SUVs,

· An article from knoxnews.com on adding 18 windmills to Buffalo Mountain in Anderson County,

· An article from Knoxville News-Sentinel on oil dependence, 

· Information on the environmental conference in Greeneville, March 5-6, and

· An article from the Green Business Letter on fleets in this country.

2. Quick introductions around the room (name and business/affiliation)

3. Dick Ziegler and John Powell speak on the Clean Fuels Initiative! (~20 minutes)

4. Reminder of our mission statement (in the Bylaws) and our primary goals in the near term:

Mission statement:

The mission of the ETCFC is to simultaneously 1) promote the installation of alternative fueling stations and purchase and use of alternative fuel vehicles (AFVs) in order to facilitate development of a viable alternative fuels industry and economy in East Tennessee, and 2) improve air quality in the region.

Primary near-term goals:

1) Work to develop and implement alt fuel projects in East TN,

2) Work to make the ETCFC a sustainable coalition of involved participants from across East TN, and

3) Work toward and obtain official designation under the Clean Cities program.

5. This is a great time for the ETCFC!  For approximately 1 year now, we have been working toward a goal of obtaining designation through the Clean Cities program, yet have not had a key piece of information needed to attain that goal—how many AFVs do we have to have on the road to reach designation? 
Finally, national Clean Cities has created a new Road Map (their “how-to” document on becoming designated) that includes those numbers.  And they are good for East TN!!  Here’s the data on their scale and East TN (please see the handouts on this).

· Our number for East TN through their tiered scale is 500 AFVs already on the road (based on the “population served” in the area; 33-county population in East TN is 2.1 million).

· The newly developed Clean Cities program scale provides for differences between different types of AFVs, as, for example, a dedicated-CNG Crown Victoria shouldn’t count the same as a 22’ propane-fired trolley.  Their scale is:  Light-duty vehicles (< 8,600 lbs GVWR) count as 1, medium-duty vehicles (8,600-26,000 lbs GVWR) count as 1.5, and heavy-duty vehicles (> 26,000 lbs GVWR) count as 5.  Vehicles using B20 should all count as 1, whether light, medium or heavy duty.

· What is our current number?  Approximately 350!  We now have a goal, and that is to bring 150 new AFVs (or the equivalent in the new counting system) to East TN!  So what projects are either on the ground now, or are in the pipeline as potential projects, that will help us move toward that goal?

· KAT – hybrid-electric buses that run on propane?  Each one will count as 1.5 AFVs!  Perhaps 4 by the end of the year?  That’s 6 toward our count!

· Sevierville – 5 hybrid-electric buses that run on propane?  Each one will count as 1.5 AFVs!  That’s another 7.5 toward our count!

· Sevier County Utility District is purchasing 1 new propane bi-fuel F-150!

· City of Gatlinburg has purchased 2 new dedicated CNG Crown Victorias for their police fleet!

· Possibles:  The city of Chattanooga is looking at options to putting CNG to work in the city fleet! Eastman and cities and counties across East TN are looking into the possibility of infusing their current fleets with AFVs (or alt fuel like B20) to help TN meet the needed requirements to stay in attainment for the 8-hour ozone standard via the Early Action Compact!  It’s quite possible that in this action alone, East TN could reach 500 very quickly.

More on the Early Action Compact (EAC)…

In East TN, it appears there are 16 counties in three separate geographic chunks that will be putting together plans for how they will reduce NOx emissions to stay in compliance with the 8-hour ozone standard.  They will be working to reduce NOx emissions to reduce ozone formation, as NOx is a key element needed for ozone formation, and most of East TN is NOx limiting for ozone.

· Knox area counties (7):  Anderson, Blount, Jefferson, Knox, Loudon, Sevier and Union;

· Chattanooga area counties (3):  Hamilton, Marion and Meigs; and

· Tri-Cities area counties (6):  Carter, Hawkins, Johnson, Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington.
(Underlined counties are not in that area’s MSA.)

These plans will most likely include ways to reduce NOx emissions from industrial sources as well as transportation-based ideas, of which alt fuels is only one.  However, it appears that alt fuels offer permanent, solid, year-round reduction options that will truly help out in multiple ways at the same time,

· improving air quality for the EAC (and for the region, like the Great Smoky Mountains National Park),

· reducing dependence on foreign oil and helping us move to not only domestic fuels but where possible and feasible, renewable fuels,

· helping East TN get to designation and additional funds to implement more projects through the Clean Cities program, and

· (perhaps most importantly) bringing East Tennesseans together to act more proactively toward connecting environmental issues to issues such as economic development.
THUS, I am putting together information on how alt fuels and AFVs can help reduce NOx (and VOCs), and complement a battery of ideas to develop an effective strategy to not only meeting the EAC’s base requirements, but also contribute to the follow-up plan.  The follow-up work involves creating a 5-yr plan for how each county will continue to stay in attainment, ultimately driving East TN to act more proactively toward reducing pollution in our region.

6. Make sure and see the ETCFC’s first rolling billboard - a white 2001 Honda Civic GX (a dedicated-natural gas AFV)!  Parked in front of the building—Jonathan has the keys!  This vehicle is on-loan from eMobility, who is working with American Honda to allow regional people to borrow and test these CNG AFVs.  Personally, I have found that it provides equal if not better performance as a small-sized vehicle than comparable vehicles, all the while being SULEV-rated, or a “Super Ultra-Low Emission Vehicle.”

7. Changes to the Web site:

· Added functionality on the homepage to hourly switch between a multitude of images in the center of that page that can link to (and draw in) visitors to current and interesting site information (pictures and info there are linked to information on the site—visitor only needs to click there to see more info on that topic).  For example, right now, picture 1 is of Bob Colby presenting the ATTI’s check to Jonathan; picture 2 is of David Pelton (of Clean Cities of Middle TN) and Jonathan standing in front of a Clean Cities display booth (from the Advancing Alt Fuels in the Southeast Workshop); picture 3 is of the Honda Civic GX (runs on CNG) that was used as a temporary rolling billboard for the coalition; etc.

· Added a “Projects” page to the site.  Long-term plan is for that to be a repository of all the alt fuel activity in East TN (including pictures).

· Added pictures of the temporary ETCFC rolling billboard on the “Pictures” page.

8. RECENT ACTIVITIES - Discuss the progress made in the last month:

· Presentation to Eastman on 1/24/03 – Presented to about 10 people in trying to 1) bring Eastman on-board as a member and 2) share information with them about the Early Action Compact.

· Changes to the Steering Committee.  Replaced Mark Hairr of KAT with Barry Greenberg as he is the KAT representative that is regularly attending meetings.  In an effort to allow as many different organizations as possible to have a position of some authority in the committees, Barry will be removed as co-chair from the AFVs and Infrastructure Working Committee and replaced with another cmte member.

· Looks like we now have at least a couple of people that are started on building fleet databases for certain cities/counties in East TN.  Linda Smithyman (Sierra Club), Clint Martin (student), and Candy Powell (ATTI) have volunteered some time to start building databases for Knox, Anderson and Hamilton counties, respectively.  Have also been working to obtain as much city and county information from Knox County on their various fleets.

· Completed several steps toward obtaining reduced overhead charges from UT.  Should have most of this ironed out by the March meeting.

· Worked on the brochure, which is now complete.  Should have them printed by early March.

· Have been very involved with the Knox County EAC committee to develop a meeting to bring much of the local counties together to discuss options for complying.

· Participated on three conference calls for the Infrastructure Working Committee of the Southeast Alt Fuels Task Force (participation across 4 states:  GA, NC, SC and TN).  This group is working as a team to break the barriers associated with further developing alt fuel infrastructure across the 4 states.

· Designed a potential spot-ad for the outside of some KAT buses.  Will work with KAT to try and get those on (at least) the 4 propane buses soon.

· After asking for feedback at one meeting on accepting in-kind donations as money toward membership, and getting zero feedback, we are going to accept such as long as it provides a real benefit to the coalition.  Two groups that will become Partners where part of their funding will be in-kind includes Ted Russell Ford (Founding Partner) and Dream Works Printing (Platinum Partner).

9. TO TACKLE IN THE NEXT MONTH:

· EVENT – East TN Environmental Conference, Greeneville, TN, March 5 + 6.  Will have a booth at the event.

· EVENT– Washington Days, Washington D.C., March 9th – 12th.  Will hopefully meet with Lamar Alexander, Bill Frist, Zach Wamp, Bill Jenkins, John Duncan and Lincoln Davis to discuss alt fuels in Tennessee.

· Continue developing fleet databases for Knox and several other counties.  Consistent format is in place for ultimate merging into one database for East TN and/or TN.

· Complete brochure and most likely coalition notepad design and production for use at events over the next several years.

· Continue work with RCAAS to build a summit that involves alt fuels as one piece of many solutions to the NOx reductions puzzle.

· Forge relationship with Lamar Alexander.

· 3 presentations to different groups (UTK engineering senior seminar, UTK Science Forum and KAT’s Board of Directors) on the ETCFC.

· Continue working with local/regional groups to help them move to using alt fuels and AFVs.  I believe the Program Plan can, at least for a little while, take a back burner to getting alt fuel projects going so that we get closer to the goal of 500 AFVs on the road.

10. Update from members:  KAT (propane fleet, biodiesel), Ted Russell Ford, Sevierville (biodiesel, propane-fired hybrid electric trolleys, CNG), Gatlinburg (2 CNG police cruisers), ORNL, TVA, Eastman, others…

11. Future meeting dates – 

· Can we go ahead and plan on the 2nd Thursday of each month being our meeting time for the rest of 2003?  What do you all think?  (Make sure and review the rest of the calendar and make sure no events fall on that date!!)

· Can we move the March meeting date from the 13th to the 20th (from the 2nd to the 3rd Thursday), at the Copper Cellar, to allow those coming back from 4 days at “Washington Days” (February 9th – 12th) some time to prepare and get ready for that meeting?

12. Working Committees
Continuation of Working Committee (WC) discussions.  An ad hoc WC has been created for this meeting:  the Fuel Cell Vehicle WC.  This group will meet for the first time and ascertain if there is interest in continuing such a committee.  If necessary, co-chairs will be selected.
Each WC needs to develop their own game plan and identify potential projects that will effectively work toward the goals of the coalition.  It is important that each WC choose a secretary to document the discussions and ideas produced during their meeting time.  Please give the handwritten summaries to Jonathan at the end of the meeting. 
AFVs & Infrastructure Working Committee Information
Co-chairs are Doug Bishop and Barry Greenberg
The two things I suggest focusing on today are

#1 - Discuss what projects are already underway, and find out what, if any, assistance do those projects need (current one are listed here),

· KAT/UTK (propane and biodiesel),

· City of Sevierville, Pigeon Forge and Gatlinburg (CNG, LPG, propane-hybrids),

· Biodiesel as fuel for interested parties as part of the Early Action Compact

See how those projects fit into the below list of four items that we need to working on (“Areas of Development”), knowing that biodiesel, electricity, natural gas and propane are our four alt fuel choices for now.  See what areas we need to work on and at least develop a small list of what we need to work on.

#2 -  Look carefully at the Early Action Compact.  This is a significant opportunity to get AFVs and biodiesel in use as a part of a pollution-reduction plan (specifically NOx reductions, as most of East TN is NOx limited for ozone formation).  Sixteen (16!) counties in East TN (see page 2 for a listing) are effected by this as they need to reduce NOx emissions from transportation and industry (primarily).  This is an excellent opportunity to help county and municipal localities achieve NOx reductions while helping the coalition achieve its goals.

A&I WC Areas of Development

1. Increase AFV Acquisitions In Existing and New Fleet Markets

2. Increase Alternative Fuel Usage Among Existing AFV Owners

3. Develop Alternative Refueling Infrastructure (think public first, then private)

4. Develop Clean Fuel Corridors along I-40, I-75 and I-81

Education & Marketing Working Committee Information
Co-chairs are Tom Shannon and Susan Thomas
The Education + Marketing group should continue their ideas from the last meeting, and move forward with the ideas of 1) how do we best (cost effective and pupils perspective) get our message out to the masses, and then          2) how do we refine/alter that message to start marketing our effort to the fleet owners and decision-makers of East TN.

For this committee, the key “Coalition Goals and Objectives” (from the Program Plan) are listed below. 
1. Develop Relationships with and Recruit New Members to the ETCFC 

2. Increase Public Awareness of AFVs and their Advantages

3. Establish and Strengthen the Long-term Viability of the ETCFC

In the following order, please address these items, as they will help with the points listed above:

· Brochures.  The brochure is finalized.  Jonathan is taking care of getting the brochure printed and readied for the March 5th and 6th TN Environmental Conference in Greeneville.  How many brochures do we need?  Jonathan is contemplating between 5,000 and 10,000, but your input is needed.  Potential uses of the brochures include not only distribution at the Regional Clean Air Action Summit (RCAAS, 4/25/03) and Earth Day (4/26/03), but also the following:

· Brochure-based Advertising Campaign – What if you were in a doctor’s or dentist’s office, where you are traditionally looking for some reading material, and found a brochure about the ETCFC?  Find any and all regional doctors/dentist offices, or other places where you must wait, that will display brochure stand with brochures at no cost and supply them with said materials.  Focus primarily on such type offices to reduce the potential of using the brochures as a note pad, which might happen of we placed them in other potential locations.  What do you think? 

· Utility-based Advertising Campaign – How about getting brochures in Sevier County Utility District and KUB mailings?  What other similar-type mailing could we include the brochure in?

· “Advancing the Choice” type events.  These events will be a major part of our Education & Marketing and AFVs & Infrastructure initiative. AtC events have had minimal success in the past, but a new model for these has been met with much better success.  The idea is to go collaborate with several entities (e.g., vehicle retailer, fuel supplier) to push one particular vehicle to the local market.  The group needs to discuss these events/potential events currently slated for early 2003:

· RCAAS – It appears that there will be an alt fuels/AFVs break-out session at this event, which will repeat due to an attempt to offer everyone an opportunity to participate in more than one break-out session.

· Earth Day – is Saturday, April 26th, which is quickly approaching!  The plan is to have a booth and several volunteers and provide general information on what the coalition is doing across East TN and Tennessee.  We are planning on working with TVA on this as they are planning on bringing two vehicles for a “Ride-n-Drive” (if we can get the liability worked out)—one hybrid vehicle and one electric vehicle—while Ted Russell Ford will supply a bi-fuel (propane/gasoline) F-150 and (hopefully) Gatlinburg will provide a dedicated-CNG police cruiser. Any other suggestions or comments?
(Would you like to volunteer for that day and represent the ETCFC and your organization there?  Let Jonathan know!  Event is from 10am to 6pm.)
· Knox County school buses and biodiesel or propane event – This can fit in to the EAC!!  It will be much easier for some counties (Sevier) than other (Knox).  Can bring Hart Moore from 

· Video PSAs.  No discussion needed here as a PSA is in the works for distribution!  Hopefully will have ready soon for distribution to many local TV stations.  Need to cover all of East TN in the distribution!

· Radio PSAs. Keep it short-n-sweet! Please select one of the below or create another that I can submit ASAP!
ANNOUNCER: “You can be a driving force for cleaner air.  To learn how, contact the East Tennessee Clean Fuels Coalition, a group that’s working to put alternative fuel cars, trucks and buses on the road. (Breath pause.)  Reduced human health and environmental impacts from air pollution and less dependence on foreign oil make a triple win for East Tennessee.  Call 865-974-3625 or visit us on-line at www.etcfc.org.  Give a toot (SFX: horn honks); don’t pollute.”  -- from Susan Thomas, ATTI, with some editing.
“A new force is working in East Tennessee called the East TN Clean Fuels Coalition.  The ETCFC is working to simultaneously reduce dependence on foreign oil and improve air quality in East TN by using alternative fuels in the transportation sector.  If you are interested in learning more about the ETCFC, visit them online at www.etcfc.org, or call Jonathan Overly at 865-974-3625.” 

“A new group is at work in East Tennessee called the East TN Clean Fuels Coalition.  The ETCFC is working to simultaneously improve air quality in East TN and reduce our dependence on foreign oil by using alternative fuels in the transportation sector.  Alternative fuels like biodiesel, electricity, natural gas and propane have come a long way since the conversion days of the 1980s, and many types of alternative fuel vehicles are now available.  If you are interested in learning more about the ETCFC, visit them online at www.etcfc.org, or call them in Knoxville at 974-3625.”

· Billboards.  Wait until later on this one.

· Radio Advertisements.  I will see if I can get with this gentleman in the next month.  Radio station is in Maryville.

· Advertising opportunities!  

· Tennessee Smokies Baseball – Thanks to Mark Penland for connecting us with the Smokies.  I spoke with Tom Hart, Director of Broadcasting/Media Relations, about working with them on an advertising campaign.  Tom sent me a packet of information on the what and where of advertising at Smokies’ games.  I noted that it’s more likely that we will be able to do something with them next year versus this year, but that this year is not out of the question (depends on funding).  I said I’d like to see a game and get a better feel for where all the ads go and how visitors see them, to which Tom responded with an offer to bring a group of us to a game.  Who wants to go to a Smokies game and talk about this?
· Other Educational Opportunities!

· Begin a presentation tour to the Rotary, Kawanis, Shriners, Lion’s, Mason’s clubs to educate them to the opportunities that lie in using alt fuels.  Begin in Knoxville, but expand as coalition members agree to participate in the presentations in those areas.

Legislative Working Committee Information
Co-chairs are Jack Barkenbus and Robert Waltz
For this committee, the key “Coalition Goals and Objectives” (from the Program Plan) are listed below. 
1. Advance State and Local Legislation and Policies 

Some politics have been ironed out in the recent past, with examples being the naming of the following state commissioners, U.S. senators and governor:

· Gerald F. Nicely – TDOT

· Betsy Child – TDEC 

· Matt Kisber – Economic and Community Development

· Lamar Alexander – U.S. senator

· Phil Bredesen – TN governor

This committee has been waiting for some of this information.  Now we have it!

If possible, begin by making a master list of opportunities that could be attractive to TN/East TN, and listing pros and cons to such action.  Additionally, does any background research/analysis needs to be done to help figure out what would work best for this coalition?

Fuel Cell Vehicle Working Committee Information
Ad hoc working committee; committee meeting for first time to ascertain interest from the group; no co-chairs yet.
For this committee, there are no clear “Coalition Goals and Objectives” (from the Program Plan) that are based on hydrogen usage.  This work would be ground-breaking in that few if any other Clean Cities coalitions have committees working on bringing FCVs to their area as soon as possible.  Also, with the great list of resources that we have here (TVA, ORNL, UTK and Eastman to name a few), it seems that a project of this sort is simply waiting to happen.

The following is a rough draft of an outline for the discussion:

· general opinions on this ad hoc committee and effort,

· the long-term outlook for fuel cells and FCVs (hopefully most will agree that this fuel and FCVs will be here commercially within 10-20 years), 

· develop a list of the current and future H2 and FCV producers, 

· develop a list of action steps that need to be taken to begin building a hydrogen economy in East TN, and

· order that list and assign tasks to get there.

Hopefully John Powell and/or Jim Frierson can attend and provide some insights on the contacts they already have at GM and Toyota USA, as well as in DOE.

The list of action steps could include

a) getting commitment to project from involved entities;

b) reviewing options for obtaining funding to pay for project costs;

c) getting commitments from current East TN H2 producers to supply fuel to a station;

d) researching the state-of-the-art technology for fueling FCVs and obtaining cost information for purchasing and installing tank, pump and connecting equipment; and

e) getting commitment from FCV maker to allow us to lease/test a FCV for them; significant plusses (or minuses) could include topographical variety and good seasonal changes (below freezing to 90 degrees).

Additional information that effects this committee:

· The newly developed FreedomFUEL initiative (quickly renamed “The President’s Hydrogen Initiative”).  Basically an initiative to infuse H2 infrastructure and FCV development efforts across the U.S. with $1.2 billion (correct?).

· I spoke recently with Dr. Don Huisingh (of  the EERC) who knows the environmental manager (Maria Maack) of the program “Hydrogenizing the Iceland Economy.”  She recently noted to him that they get about 10 calls per day from companies that are wanting to test their products there.  By being ahead of the curve, they have set themselves up to be a center of not only actual fuel and vehicle use, but also testing of up-and-coming related technologies.
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